Durga Parshad 


- honest, dedicated and patriot hero in Andaman History 
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Durga Parshad, son of Tula Ram, was born on 07-01-1900. He got his \ 
employment in the Executive Establishment of the Forest Department on 
15-04-1918. 


In 1942, when the British officers were evacuating, they gave responsibility to Durga Parshad, then Chief 
Forest Officer to destroy the Chatham Saw Mill and other establishments with the dynamites already laid 
under. But the man, who not only saved the mill but further jumped into the burning fire of the Indian 
freedom struggle, played a lead role in the activities of the Indian Independence League (IIL). These few 
lines are enough to give us a sense of his greatness. 


Ram Sevak, a convict- Munshi of the Chatham Saw Mill, one of the biggest Saw Mills of Asia then, said 
in an interview to Madan Mohan Singh of All India Radio that during World War II in 1942, when the 
British officers were leaving the islands forever before the arrival of the Japanese forces, the overall 
charges of the Chatham was handed over to Durga Parshad, a forest employee. By this time, they fixed 
the dynamites at various points on Chatham, including the sawmill, and the switch was in the chamber of 
the Secretary to Mr. Foster. 


Similarly, a telegraph office was also handed over to an Anglo-Indian, and he obeyed after the British 
evacuation. But at this end, Durga Parshad, as a true Indian, did not obey the instruction of the British and 
decided to save the Saw Mill. One Pathan technically helped Durga Parshad to defuse the dynamites. 
Durga Parshad was very happy with him for his loyalty. He promised the Pathan to promote him as an 
Engine Driver. Durga Parshad said that the Saw Mill, actually built by the convicts through their untold 
sufferings and sacrifices, now provides employment to hundreds of the workers and should not be 
destroyed at any cost. Thus, the present Chatham Bridge and the Saw Mill, which people see as tourists’ 
destinations of historical value, now exist only because of the efforts of Durga Parshad. Ram Sevak, 
Munshi of his time urged that something in memory of this great man is placed in the premises of the Saw 
Mill. Durga Parshad was a Deputy Conservator of Forest when he retired. Durga Parshad’s younger 
brother, Ganga Ram, died at Chatham in the airstrike of the allied forces during WW IL. 


The Japanese had constituted their own administrative setup in which the Indian staff of the new 
administration were deputed. Gopal Krishna was made Assistant Commissioner, Rama Krishna as Deputy 
Commissioner, Narayan Rao as Superintendent of Police, Iter Singh as Assistant Superintendent of 
Police, Diwan Singh as President of Doctor’s Association, Durga Parshad as Chief Forest Officer and 
many other renowned citizens were given important designations. Soon after this, most of these people, 
including Durga Parshad, were charged under the false spy cases. 


In April 1942, the Andaman Branch of the Indian Independence League (IIL) was formed in a meeting in 
the Browning Club (later named as Netaji Club). The league was formed in the islands on the lines which 
were already existed and were operational in Bangkok, Shanghai, Singapore and far eastern countries. 
This was organized during WWII by its President Rash Behari Bose to accelerate India’s freedom 
struggle. Dr. Diwan Singh became the President of the IIL while Durga Parshad was selected as its Vice- 
President. The other body members were Lachman Das Sankwa, Rama Krishna, Ratnam, Prem Shanker 
Pandey, H. H. Rahalkar, Dr. Sher Singh Lidder, Sahib Singh, Khan Sahib Nawab Ali, Partab Nath Nag, 


Moti Ram, Pokhar Singh Chawla, Farzand Ali, Bhagwan Singh, Raj Ratan Dass, Kaur Singh Chawla, 
Guru Moorthy, Kesar Dass and Ram Chander Moria. 


Durga Parshad, as a leading member of the IIL, was present in front of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
along with Ramakrishna, the then Chairman of the Andaman Branch of the IIL, while delivering a 
welcome address on 30th December 1943. They donated Rupees ten thousand cash to Netaji on behalf of 
the IIL. But within a week after Netaji’s departure, Durga Parshad was imprisoned and he had to undergo 
barbaric torture in the Cellular Jail. But he was released after a fortnight, after the formation of the Azad 
Hind Government. 

He continued his activities and he was again arrested in April 1944 to face the barbaric torture of the 
Japanese and the Indian Military Force again to confess being a British spy, but he, on all occasions, 
denied the false charges. The trial, the torture and his denial went simultaneously with him, and after all, 
he received his release order on 14-09-1945, near the time of the Japanese surrender. He was again 
arrested by the British forces on their re-occupation, on the charges of waging war against the British 
through the organ of IIL. He had to face the War Crime Trial conducted in jail. He was black listed from 
the government service, but after a short period, the Chief Commissioner, finding his services as need at 
the time, appointed him to assist in reconstruction works. 


During my interview with the old members, they had a collective voice of praise for the great man of the 
island. Siri Kishen, an old man of Bimblitan stated that in 1945-46, Durga Parshad visited many villages, 
including his village, and invited unemployed youths at their doors to offer employment in the Chatham 
Saw Mill. 


Until his death, Durga Parshad was associated with various sociopolitical activities and served the poor 
and needy. He would suggest the administration sort out the problems. I discovered a letter written by him 
to Union Minister of Finance Department GOI, New Delhi on 3rd March 1964 in which he suggested to 
the government various issues of the problems and progress of the islanders to which the ministry had 
responded very promptly with some initial actions. He took his last breath on 30-05-1973. 


Chatham Saw Mill saved by Durga Parshad 


Durga Parshad standing on left of Ramakrishna, President of IIL who is delivering welcome speech before Netaji 
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